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A letter from the Executive Directo-orests are seed sources of biodiversity adapted to its locale. Conservation is
the first vital step toward halting deforestation, responsible for land degradation and some 30% of atmospheric
increase of greenhouse gasses (GHGs). SeedTree addresses tiléhaextill it take to bring backforests?

§ Incentive: It will take people seeing it in their own interest to bring back trees,

§ Knowledge:that theycando so, anchow

§ Cultural Reintegratiorof forests with human communities for maximum mutual benefit.

While we have focused on addressing these in developing our program, it is increasingly apparent that macro
economic and climatic forces may determine our ultimate success in saving and restoring healthy ecosystems. |
invite the reader to consider this report in the context of these crucial issues of our time. (cont. p. 3, col. 2)

1996(left) to2009(right) heads, carrying water from afar with watering cans we
-‘ provided, they shielded their seedlings from the harsh

sun with sticks and straw. Under such difficult condi-
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our lowtech, guerillanursery would succeed.
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Director Carol Kinsey returned together for the first
time. Shelterbelts now line fields and roadways. Sev-
eral trees from our 1996 nursery stood matured, shad-
ing the back yard of our meeting place (left), as they
"-? From Hope did most homes in the community, with their girth
‘ to a Wholesome Harvest  gemonstrating the remarkable growth of tropical trees.
- ‘1 In 1996, (left) 13 women of Rampur, a By 2006, several rosewood trees had a wilt disease
deforested and desolate village of and were harvested. The women profited considerably
Dang, Nepal, faced a desperate situa-from the sale. Other trees we planted still grow, in-
tion, but did not despair. Encouraged creasing in value, continuing to produce ample fuel,
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photo) bringing our offer of seed, supplies and technicalthe fields from erosion. The Rampur women deemed
guidance, they set about making a small tree nursery hapeir labors well invested, indeed.
ing to restore trees to their barren lands. With resolve asn 2009, we led 26 tree planting groups: 21 in Nepal, 4
steady as the clay pots they balanced gracefully on theiin Peru and 1 in Maine to plad29,507 new trees.

Chitwan groups showed appreciation for our education andptaating programs touchingly with garlands
accepted on your behalf, talks, speeches, and tours of nurseries and community forests with recently planted tree
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